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Friends,  how  man;/  of  you  have  an  electric  washing  machine?    How  many 
expect  to  get  one  when  the  current  comes  to  your  house?     Ism  sorry  I  can't  hear 
the  answers.     Radio  hasn't  achieved  that,  not  yet,  anyway. 

But  I  can  give  you  the  answers  to  some  of  the  questions  you 1 11  he  asking 
when  you  look  at  washing  machines  with  the  idea  of  "buying  one.     They  are  all  in 
that  "bulletin  I  told  you  about  last  week,  by  Ruth  O'Brien  and  Helen  S.  Holhrook, 
of  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture.     The  title 
of  the  "bulletin  is  "Methods  and  Equipment  for  Home  Laundering. " 

The  chief  points  to  consider  ahout  washing  machines,   they  say,  are  dura- 
bility, ease  of  operation,  Lest  size  for  your  family,  and  safety  devices. 
Present  day  power  washers  fall  into  three  types:     The  cylinder,  the  vacuum  cup, 
and  the  agitator.     And  there  seem  to  be  the  most  of  the  agitator  type  on  the 
market . 


Of  course  the  washing  efficiency  of  any  type  of  machine  depends  on  various 
factors  "besides  the  design.    For  instance,  it  depends  on  the  kind  and  amount  of 
soap  or  powder  used.    The  temperature  and  quantity  of  water  used.     The  types  of 
clothing  and  how  much  they  are  soiled.     And  the  care  used  in  loading  the  machine, 
and  the  time  it  is  run.     It  pays  to  follow  the  manufacturer's  directions  to  the 
last  letter. 


It  also  pays  to  get  a  machine  that  is  large  enough  for  your  family's 
needs.    Most  families  need  a  washer  of  at  least  6- sheet  capacity. 

If  water  is  scarce  or  if  it  is  hard  to  pump  or  heat,   then  the  water 
capacity  may  make  some  difference  in  the  machine  you  select.     The  water  capacity 
is  directly  related  to  the  clothes  capacity.    And  the  water  line  is  marked  in 
most  machines. 


It  pays  to  select  a  durable,  sturdy,  well-built  machine  that  will  not 
require  frequent  repairs  or  he  unduly  expensive  to  operate.     The  first  cost  of 
such  a  machine  may  he  a  little  higher  than  some  other  model,  hut  in  the  end  the 
"better  machine  proves  its  worth.     Check  on  whether  you  can  get  prompt  service 
in  case  of  trouble. 
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Many  of  the  newer  machines  are  lighter  in  weight  than  the  older  types. 
This  makes  them  easier  to  move  about.     It  is  well  to  have  easily  rolling  casters 
on  a  washing  machine.    But  it  should  "be  possible  to  lock  the  casters  while  the 
machine  is  in  operation.    This  prevents  movement  and  decreases  noise.    A  washing 
machine  that  runs  quietly  is  much  easier  on  the  nerves. 

Other  features  that  help  a  machine  to  run  quietly  and  keep  it  from  vibrat- 
ing are  rubber  casters,  rubber-mounted  tub  covers  and  wringers,  well-cut,  enclosed 
gears,  and  rubber-mounted  motors. 

Also  be  sure  to  look  into  the  safety  features  of  a  washing  machine. 
Insulation  is  very  important.     The  outside  of  the  machine  must  be  electrically 
separated  or  insulated  from  any  and  all  of  the  electrical  connections.  Otherwise 
the  current  will  tend  to  leak  off  to  the  ground  through  the  body  of  the  machine 
and  give  disagreeable  and  even  dangerous  shocks  to  anyone  touching  the  framework 
or  tub  while  the  current  is  on.     The  operator's  hands  are  often  wet,   so  this  is 
especially  dangerous  for  her.    Water,  you  remember,  is  one  of  the  best  conductors 
of  electricity. 

Then  the  wringer.     Look  for  the  safety  devices  on  it.     Some  wringers  have 
a  safety  feed  device  that  keeps  the  fingers  from  coming  in  contact  with  the  rolls. 
That  prevents  them  and  the  clothing  of  the  operator  from  being  caught  in  the 
rollers.    And  most  wringers  have  some  provision  for  releasing  the  pressure  control 
on  the  rollers.     But  when  the  rollers  have  been  released,   see  that  they  are  easy 
to  reset. 

Moderate  priced  machines  have  a  single  tub.     The  material  differs.  The 
ideal  material  does  not  chip,  peel,  rust,   corrode,  or  stain  from  alkali  in  the 
water.    Many  washing  machines  have  porcelain-lined  tubs.    But  there  are  some  with 
aluminum,  copper,  nickel  alloy  and  stainless  steel  tubs.     Each  material  has 
advantages  and  disadvantages. 

If  the  tub  is  easy  to  fill  and  empty,  you  can  operate  it  without  getting 
too  tired.     Most  tubs  have  an  outlet  at  the  bottom  for  draining  out  the  water. 
A  hose  connection  from  this  outlet  to  a  trapped  floor  drain  simplifies  the  dis- 
posal of  waste  water. 

Another  convenient  arrangement  is  a  motor-driven  pump  built  into  the 
machine  so  that  the  tub  can  be  drained  into  a  set  tub  by  means  of  a  hose.  These 
pumps  can  be  put  on  any  model  washing  machine  for  about  ten  dollars.    Any  drain 
opening  needs  to  be  protected  by  a  strainer  from  lint,  buttons,  or  other  material 
which  might  get  into  the  pump. 

Power  washing  machines  are  equipped  with  either  a  power  wringer  or  a 
centrifugal  extractor  or  spinner  drier.     "Balloon"  type  rollers  are  increasing 
in  favor  on  power  wringers.     The  softer  surface  prevents  injury  to  buckles  and 
buttons,  produces  less  heavy  creases  in  the  fabric  and  wears  on  it  less.     It  is 
just  as  effective  in  wringing  out  the  water. 

Spinner  driers  or  extractor  tubs  are  found  only  on  the  more  expensive 
washing  machines.     The  water  passes  out  through  small  outlet  holes  provided  in 
a  rotating  cylinder,  leaving  the  clothes  "damp  dry." 

All  these  points  and  many  others  are  given  in  Farmers'  Bulletin  Ifh^-F, 
"Methods  and  Equipment  for  Home  Laundering."    You  can  get  a  free  copy  while  the 
supply  lasts  by  writing  to  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  B.C. 


